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Results
The Multidisciplinary Oncology Network MuON aims to create a 

framework that delivers supportive care for people with cancer and 

their carers and offer support to referrers (being GP’s and hospitals). 

Highly specialized supportive care professionals working in regional 

networks can meet the needs of cancer patients and contribute to 

optimizing consistency, continuity and effectiveness of cancer care. 

Founded on the principles of patient-centered and coordinated care 

the Network can add value to integrated cancer care, helping to 

improve the health of individual patients as well as the population of 

people with cancer and also reduce health costs per capita.

Physiotherapists, specialized (oncology) nurses, psychologists, 

dieticians and additional services can be reached and directly 

contacted via kankerinderegio.nl. Admission to the Network and 

kankerinderegio.nl is restricted to those professionals who meet 

the quality criteria and underpin the policy of the Network. 

MuON is supported by the  
ZonMw program “Op één lijn”

Introduction
The incidence of cancer is increasing, due to the aging of the 

population and early detection. Five-year survival increases as 

well, also due to early detection and improved treatment options. 

Therefore an increasing number of people will live with the 

consequences of cancer and its treatment now and in the future.  

(Hoekstra 2014). Patients with cancer have increased consulting 

rates in primary care, presenting with cancer-related as well as 

other demands, ranging from infections, chronic diseases, minor 

illnesses to psychosocial problems. They usually experience one or 

more co-morbidities (Hoekstra, 2014; Kendall, 2013).

Rationale
Patients: From interviews with patients and their carers it becomes 

clear that information, timely referral and continuity of care are 

important issues. The most commonly reported unmet needs are in 

the psychosocial, physical and daily living domains. Supportive care 

professionals can play a role in providing care in these domains.

Providers: Health care professionals emphasize the desire to 

work together in multidisciplinary teams, be aware of each other’s 

competencies and qualities and be supported by each other to cope 

with the demands of providing care for people with cancer.

Payers: The current system of reimbursement and payments 

frustrates the delivery of effective care for cancer patients in 

primary care.  Structured care management and communication 

processes can reduce costs. Investing in cheaper (supportive care) 

services early in the course of the disease will probably prevent 

higher (medical and hospital admission) costs later on.

MuON: the right care at the right time by the best professional
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