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What do we already know? 

• Roma people largest ethnic minority in EU, experience 
severe disadvantage (FRA, 2014)

• Roma migration to UK in 2000s
• Ethnically-diverse

• English, Welsh and Scottish Gypsies, Irish Travellers, New Age 
Travellers, Boat People and Show People, as well as Roma people 
from a variety of European counties (van Cleemput, 2010).

• Marginalised
• ‘Hard to reach’ in research 





The UNITING study (HTA 2016, 2017)

Aim: 
• (1) Investigate the barriers to and facilitators of 

acceptability and uptake of immunisations; and (2) 
identify possible interventions to increase uptake of 
immunisations

• Poorer health status and higher risk of mortality than 
other socio-economically matched comparison groups 
(Van Cleemput & Parry 2001, Parry et al 2007)

• Less likely to access health services, including 
immunisation (Aspinall 2014, Dar et al 2013, Peters et al 2009)



174 Gypsy-Traveller participants 



Overcoming challenges and maximising opportunities 
(for Roma communities) 

Challenges
•Diversity of culture and language
•Power/lack of power of the 
interpreter 
•Low literacy
•Low confidence  (e.g. in PI)
•Transient and precarious lives
•Mobility of gatekeepers 
•Austerity

Opportunities 
•Availability of gatekeepers
•Good relationships with health 
professionals 
•Oral culture
•Readiness to participate and 
involve others
•Recognition of need to improve 
child health
•Poverty 



Recommendations 

• Build trust
• Work on collaboration 
• Work on public involvement 
• Be aware of ‘invisible’ barriers to participation 
• Consider ethical issues carefully (e.g. use of interpreter, 

‘thank you’ vouchers) 
• Flexibility  on part of research team 
• Include additional time and costs in research proposal  
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