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Who we are

David Byrne
HFE Patron
Former EU Commissioner for Health and Consumer 
Protection 1999 - 2004

To ensure equitable access for patients to modern, innovative technology

John Bowis
HFE Honorary President 
Former MEP and UK Health Minister
Father of Patients Rights in Cross-border Healthcare 

• Multi-stakeholder platform: 23 Member organisations 
• Solid relationship with EU Institutions: 24 Members of 

the European Parliament Supporters



European network of carers'
organisations and relevant research &
development organisations

59 member and partner organisations
from 27 countries

Who are the (informal) carers?
Eurocarers defines a carer as any
person who provides care - usually
unpaid - to someone with a chronic
illness, disability or other long lasting
health or care need, outside a
professional or formal framework.

The Eurocarers Network



Purpose of this workshop

 Looking for a definition of community care

 Fostering coordination on social and health 
care

 Sharing best practices on community and 
integrated care

 Listing few requests for the EU to support 
to national policy on community care



EU Context 

 Expert Group on Health Systems Performance 
Assessment 
Sub-group on integrated care.

 EXPERT PANEL on effective ways of investing 
in healthcare. 
Disruptive innovation – Final opinion published in 
April 2016
Access to health services in the European Union, 
May 2016

 EC/SPC report 
Adequate social protection for long-term care needs 
in an ageing society, 2014





Coalition letter – December 2015

• In particular, we call upon you and your fellow Commissioners, to
develop a dedicated and holistic policy on community care.

1. Develop a Commission Communication on Community Care

2. Ensure best practices in community care are reflected as part of

the work on health systems performance assessment

3. Establish funding in the 2016 health and social affairs programmes

dedicated to projects in community care

4. Consider a future joint action which addresses the diversity of

issues encompassed in community care including policy, system

design, innovation & value, access & reimbursement, workforce

planning and quality care and standards.



Roundtable debate



Definition of community & 
integrated care

Health First Europe: Community Care Model

Eurocarers: ‘Enabling Carers to care’, proposal for an 
EU-level strategy in support of informal care provision



Coordination of social and health care

• Fostering coordination of social and 
health care

• Sharing best practices



How can the EU support national 
policy on community care?

 Commission communication on community/primary care

 Best practices in community/primary care reflected as
part of work on health systems performance assessment

 Funding health programme dedicate to projects in
community healthcare

 Consideration of joint action which addresses diversity of
issues encompasses in primary or community care
including policy, system design, innovation and value,
access and reimbursement, workforce planning and
quality care and standards



Thank you for your attention

Melina Raso

Health First Europe 
Secretariat 

Rue de Trone 60, First Floor, 
1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32(0)2 626.19.99

Fax: +32(0)2 626.95.01 

info@healthfirsteurope.org

www.healthfirsteurope.org

@Healthfirsteu

Stecy Yghemonos

Eurocarers Secretariat 

Rue Abbé Cuypers 3

1040 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32(0)2 741.24.05

info@heurocarers.org

www.eurocarers.org

http://www.healthfirsteurope.org/
http://www.eurocarers.org/

